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By SCSECS President John Burke

 We are well into the planning 
stages for the 2015 meeting of 
SCSECS.  The convention will be 
February 26-28 at the Marriott Grand, 
located at Point Clear in Baldwin 
County, Alabama.  This four-star hotel 
is perched on the eastern shore of 
Mobile Bay, one of our state’s most 
breathtaking natural wonders.

   Our overall theme is 
“Modernization in the Long Eighteenth 
Century and/or Resistance to It.”    We 
live in an era in which such a topic is a 
matter of everyday concern, and it is 
not surprising to find that our 

predecessors found themselves facing 
many of the same puzzles and 
dilemmas that we do.  As we look 
back to the long eighteenth century, 
we see the beginnings of our world: 
the rise of the empirical sciences and 
the spirit of the Enlightenment that 
nourished their growth. It will be 
helpful to all of us to identify those 
breakthrough moments that would 
create our world as well as looking at 
those moments that may have 
promised something else but for one 
reason or another never did take hold.  
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Gestures of defiance or resistance 

to modernization are also important 
and perhaps just as significant.  Which 
ones proved effective?  Which proved 
to be just stubborn and ultimately 
futile?  How do we know the difference 
or the differences between the two?

   We expect that this theme can 
invite some fresh thinking in a wide 
variety of fields, including philosophy, 
history, Asian Studies, African Studies, 
Latin American Studies, Caribbean 
Studies, and, of course, music, dance, 
literature, painting, sculpture, and 
architecture. Our first plenary speaker 
will be Heather MacPherson, a long-
time professor at the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham (UAB), past 
president of ASECS, and, most 
importantly, one of our period’s most 
distinguished art historians.  We would 

welcome seminars or panels on topics  
in the long eighteenth century 
(1650-1850), as many as we can 
accommodate. In short, we encourage 
multiplicity and diversity, and we will 
do whatever we can to accommodate 
one and all. 

 Please send panel proposals by 
September 8 directly to John Burke, 
Department of English, Box 870244, 
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa 
35487-0244

     Or  
jburke@english.as.ua.edu

There will be another call for 
papers after the September deadline 
that will include a list of all proposed 
panels, their chairs, and directions for 
submitting paper proposals. 

I hope to see all of you in February 
in gorgeous Point Clear.

SCSECS 2015

SCSECS 2015 
Join us for warm 
sunshine, beautiful 
coastline, intellectual 
stimulation, and 
characteristic SCSECS 
collegiality at Point 
Clear Alabama, February 
26-28, 2015.

Average 
high temp in 

February is 65!
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SCSECS 2014 by Kathryn Duncan
SCSECS 2014, held in Galveston, 

Texas and hosted by past president 
Kevin Cope both taught and delighted. 

Highlights included plenary talks 
by Greg Clingham, Director of 
Bucknell University Press, speaking on 
“Energy and Enterprise in the 
Enlightenment: The Diplomatic Career 
of Sir George Macartney, 1737–1806,” 
and David Eick of Grand Valley State 
University, who enlightened us about 
“Dictionary Wars in Old Regime 
France: The Energy of Antoine 
Furetière” as well as “Adventures in 
Opera: Offenbach’s Tales of Hoffman 
led by Gloria Eive, Francien Markx, 
and Stacey Jocoy. Professor Clingham 
gave his speech at the closing 
banquet, which took place on the 
Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig and 
Museum.

Taking full advantage of beautiful 
Galveston, President Cope also 
arranged a land and sea excursion 
highlighting the area’s history and 
sights. After a narrated bus tour where 
conference members learned about 
the island’s history of mobster 
corruption and devastation by 
hurricanes while viewing charming 
neighborhoods, everyone boarded 
boats for dolphin viewing and, in some 
cases, a good soaking from waves.

Panels were diverse and 
exhilarating, covering such topics as 
popular culture and the eighteenth 
century, the “Green Enlightenment,” 
the political culture of eighteenth-
century France, David Hume, religion, 
Jonathan Swift, and law.

Thank you, Kevin Cope, for all of 
the hard work and the wonderful 
experience!

SCSECS Members Enjoying 
SCSECS 2014 
Picture One: David 
Paxman and Brett 
McInelly 

Picture Two: James Mock

Picture Three: Kit 
Kincade and David 
Mazella
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